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As most of you know, Teays Valley girls’ softball team played their way to the state softball final tournament

and ended their season as the State Division I runner up. This came on the heels of being the State champs for

the 2014-15 year. It is extremely difficult to make it to the State championship level in any sport, but to accom-

plish this two years in a row is certainly a rare event.

We are very proud of the Lady Vikes and all that they have accomplished over the last few years. They are a

wonderful group of young ladies and they embody many of the characteristics that deserve attention.

They are a team. There are no one or two “superstars.” They are all just stars. When one is struggling or not

having the best game, someone else steps up and pulls through. They know how to play off of one another’s

strengths. They encourage each other and refuse to fight or criticize. They are in “sync” with one another and

create a synergy that only comes when teams are focused and dedicated to one another.

They persevere. In several of the last few games of the regional and State championships, the final outcome

was not determined until extra innings. Our ladies never seemed to become anxious or rattled. They just con-

tinued to step up and get the job done. Brad Morris, Herald reporter, nicknamed them the “Kardiac Kids.” They

kept going and refused to give up.

They have fun. Ours girls always appeared to be having a good time. They wanted to be there on the field

representing their school. They brought their “beach gear” and played “tic, tac, toe” with the opposing team

while waiting out a rain delay. In the midst of pressure, they kept their perspective that this was something to

enjoy. When mistakes were made, they could laugh at themselves. When big plays were made, they would cel-

ebrate.

Thank you, Lady Vikes, for two outstanding seasons. We are proud of you and are grateful that you have

reminded all of us to work as a team, to keep going when things look bleak and to enjoy the journey. You are

an inspiration to all of us.

Congratulations to all of our recent graduates as well. Between the senior recognition assembly and the

commencement ceremony, it was clear to see that this is another incredible group of students that are now going

out into the world. Whether your path takes you into the workforce, to a college or university or into the mili-

tary, I wish you luck in everything that you do. I am proud of everything you have accomplished at Teays Valley

and I hope that you take a piece of this place with you everywhere that you go. Once a Viking, always a Viking!

Teays Valley High School 2016 Graduates
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On Sunday, May 22, 276 students graduated from Teays Valley High School. During the ceremony, nine students were recognized as being valedictorians of this year’s class. The students included Anne Cunagin, Rebecca

DeLong, Georgia Drost, Kaitlyn Pees, Jaylen Reinhart, Mason Roese, Flynn Shannon, Andrew Spencer and Catherine Steck. Sixty one students were also recognized for receiving an Honors diploma. Congratulations to all

of the Viking graduates!


